Abstract: This is an action research. In doing this research is needed some of the data is used to support the success. The data for this research will be collected by giving pre-test, post-test and observation. In order to get or to collect the data for this study, the writer has to find the suitable instrument. The instrument used for the speaking test as description. The students are asked to speak based on the dialogue given by the teacher. In this speaking, the teacher will observe the students ability in grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary and fluency. In this research the writer involved in every cycle and in collecting the data. The researcher used the Observation sheet and test. The observation sheet is to know the students' speaking ability, a check list is used. The check list is done during the classroom activities. in doing the check list, the researcher will invite collaborators to the classroom. The class however, will be handled by the researcher who is in charge of teaching speaking by using role play. The test was given to the student is in oral form. Before the test is given, the researcher gave a pre-test at the beginning of the cycle and post-test at the end of the cycle. So, in this research, the students are asked to role play their conversation in front of the class based on the conversation given. The students' speaking ability between pretest and post-test in every cycle is increase. The research question was answered and the hypothesis is reliable. The use of role play is an affective technique to improve the students' speaking ability of the first year students of SMP Negeri 1 Tanah Putih in academic year 2010/2011. In conclusion, the speaking ability of the first year students of SMP Negeri 1 Tanah Putih before treatment is poor. But after getting treatment, the students' speaking ability becomes good. It means that the speaking ability of the students is increase.
INTRODUCTON
Based on the level of Education Unit Curriculum 2006 for junior high school as used by SMPN 1 Tanah Putih, English lesson in junior high school is very important. As everybody knows, English as a foreign language has become a compulsory subject for the students. In Indonesia, the government has a decided that English is one of final examination subjects for junior high school students. It is a good decision because the human resources need to access information on science and technology that are presented in English, either in written or spoken forms. The function of English is to provide the students with the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Speaking ability is basic requirements for junior high school students.
Speaking supposed to be practiced daily in teaching and learning processes in the classroom, but many students still communicate in Indonesian language. Some problems faced by students, those are English is a foreign language English pronunciation is not some with the written like in Indonesian language, the grammatical errors and less expressions. The students are also afraid to speak English because they lack of vocabularies.Based on those problems, the writer will use role play in teaching. The writer thinks that Role Play can improve the students' speaking ability.
Teaching English for beginners with appropriate method can motivate them. Brown and Yule (1994:217) say that there are four language skills that must be learned by the students in English learning. As mentioned, speaking is one of four language skills that need to be learned by the students because in speaking, people will be able to say what they want to express.
The goal of teaching speaking is communicative efficiency. Learners should be able to make themselves understood, using their current proficiency. They should try to avoid confusion in the message due to faulty pronunciation, grammar or vocabulary and to observe the social and cultural rules that applied in each communication situation.
To help students develop communicative efficiency in speaking, instructors can use a balanced approach that combines language input, structured output, and communicative output. Because of the problems above, Ur (1981) says that the use of role play has added a tremendous number of possibilities for communication practice. It was suggested is one of the extracts quoted in the previous unit that one way to vary the kinds of spoken interaction.Based on the theories above, the writer is interested in conducting a research about "The Application of Role Plays as an Effort to Improve the Speaking Ability of the First Year Students of SMPN 1 Tanah Putih".
METHODOLOGY
This is an action research. The action research consists of four steps in a cycle. They are planning, action, observing and reflecting. If the problem can not be solved in the first cycle, the research is continued to the next cycle with some revisions in the activities.Below is the description of each cycle of the classroom action research that was conducted by the researcher: In doing this research is needed some of the data is used to support the success. The data for this research will be collected by giving pre-test, post-test and observation. In order to get or to collect the data for this study, the writer has to find the suitable instrument. The instrument used for the speaking test as description. The students are asked to speak based on the dialogue given by the teacher. In this speaking, the teacher will observe the students ability in grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary and fluency.
In this research the writer involved in every cycle and in collecting the data. The researcher used the instrument as seen below:
Observation sheet
Is to know the students' speaking ability, a check list is used. The check list is done during the classroom activities. in doing the check list, the researcher will invite collaborators to the classroom. The class however, will be handled by the researcher who is in charge of teaching speaking by using role play.
Test
This research used a test. The test was given to the student is in oral form. Before the test is given, the researcher gave a pre-test at the beginning of the cycle and post-test at the end of the cycle. So, in this research, the students are asked to role play their conversation in front of the class based on the conversation given.
To analyzed the students speaking ability, the following formula is used: So, based on the description above, the classifications of the students' speaking ability can be presented as follows: The pre-test was carried out to determine the background ability of the students. Thespeaking test contains conversations.After the teaching learning process had run for a month, the post-test was conducted in order to know the development of the students who joined the role play techniques in an effort to improve the speaking ability. The administration was at the end of the first cycle.The items used for this speaking test was taken from the items of the previous pre-test. The result of the post-test was analyzed and used as the final data for this research.
RESEARCH FINDINGS
The students' speaking ability was increase after they were taught by using role play. The increase occurred to most of the students. The improvement occurred because the role play did in every meeting with some of reflection. The improvement of the students' speaking ability also occurred in some proficient list (pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency and expression).
The result of research is 75.69-38.05 = 37.64. it shows that the result of the students' speaking ability is increase. So the writer can conclude that the students' speaking ability is satisfactory. The data can be seen in the following table : 
